Nich’1t tsal nilih dar’, Ruth zrit Aklavik
gwizhit duk’agahthat, yiyttughwan
kat Joe ts’at Bella Greenland kat

hah. Nuzhit dar’ gwanoo zrit Teetl1t
Gwich’in ts’at Gwichyah Gwich’in kat
Aklavik gwats’at tadhakath ts’at tth
tr'tu kak gooniivyah zheh gwadhoh
naginuntthaih ganadhindaih. Anjoo
kat chan jak ts’at nilu gau geediin’
ts’at nihkhan akoo divitr’ahnuu zrit
goovah nagwinir’ath kwah. Shik
ats’aninagwahchit geenjit t'idi’n
ganaanjik. “School gwizhit chan
shadahtroo ts’at shik goovehtee chi-
dhilgik vanalndau!” jiu ahnuh.

An tPee nich’it njoo dhidlit

dar’ 1949 danh digidinyahch’?’
yak’adadhizhu guugaa’ zrit Sruitsoo
kauk’it gitr’ahnuu gwinji’ gwats’at
t'unch’uh. Nagwidadhat ihtak nihkhah
t’agunch’uu tf’ee nagwinah’n k’it
nihkhah goothinjik zrit nuh. 1950

dar’ Roman Catholic Church gwiz-

hit vatr’oonjik. Khaunts’an’ gwitak
gwinyaanch’uu dar’ didinyahch’i’ hah
digizheh dachan gwats’at naginunjil
ts’at drin tsal gweenoo k’anagadadat,
tuk zhen, tuk k’in’ ts’at geh ghaa haa
tthak. Juk at’at Ruth didinyahch’’
nahgwan gwanoo nakhwehtat chtiuzhn
ts’at, “Geetak hee gwuntl’oh veenjit
tr'iniizhn shadhahkhan!” jtiu zrit nuh.

Ge’tr’oonahtan zheh danh khau len

VAGOONLII: Vananh Adaghoo 3,
1931 dar

NIJIN VAGOONLII: Aklavik danh

VIYUUGHWAN KAT: Joe ts'at Bella
Greenland

Vitsn ts'at Vitsuu: Kenneth ts'at Annie
Stewart (vahanh ts'an)

GWICH’IN: Ehdutat Gwich'in

TR'OONJIK: 1951 dai’ Arthur Furlong
vatr'oonjik

VITR'IININ KAT: Charlie, Joe, Rita
chan ts’at Robert kat hah

nagwinuindhat, dinju zhuh kK’ytu
gagoonahtan eenjit ga’oonahtan 1nlr’.
Juk gweendoo zrit dachan tat duuyeh
nithk’ytiu nahadik kwah, dizheh danh
gwizrih t'unch’uh, doctor nahgwan
ts’at, duuleh khanh ts’at vagwidunjik
eenjit. Tth’aih hee juk gweendoo shih
zhen hah dha’an guugaa’ zrit dichen
uunjit zhu ah kit t’agunch’uh. Duuléh
au tr'unin kat ts’at giteekhyah ji’ juu
t’avataljah nuh, “Nitsu ts’at nitsuu kat
hah guuk’it gohndan gijuht’aih, “jtiu
nuh guuzhik dlok nuu’aih..
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As a child, Ruth remembers being
raised in Aklavik, by her parents Joe
and Bella Greenland. She recounts
her memories of when the people
from McPherson and the Arctic Red
River would all travel to Aklavik;
setting up their white tents along the
sandbar. The elderly women would
have berries and drymeat, and Ruth
was told on many occasions not to
bother the elders. Being something
of a troublemaker was one of Ruth’s
specialities. “I remember getting the
strap at school, and running away so
many times!” she exclaims.

Ruth met her husband in Aklavik
in 1949, though he was originally

Ruth Furlong

RUTH (GREENLAND) FURLONG
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BORN: June 3, 1931
BIRTHPLACE: Aklavik
PARENTS: Joe and Bella Greenland

GRANDPARENTS: Kenneth and Annie
Stewart (maternal)

GWICH’IN: Ehdii Tat Gwich'in
MARRIED: Arthur Furlong in, 1950

CHILDREN: Charlie, Joe, Rita and Robert
(adopted)

from Yellowknife. They spent a year
together and secretly eloped. They
were married in a Roman Catholic
Church in 1950. Every Fall her
husband would take her to spend time
at their cabin, they would return for
Christmas with loads of white fish, fish
eggs, and rabbits. Ruth’s husband has
now passed on, “I miss him so much
sometimes,” she says.

Ruth was a Gwich'in teacher for many
years and remembers passing on her
knowledge to the children she taught.
Today she no longer goes out on the
land, she remains at home, close to a
doctor, just in case. She continues to
make traditional foods, even though
her grandchildren may prefer pizza. If
there was one thing Ruth could tell the
children of today, it would be to “Try to
live a good life like your grandparents,”
she smiles.



